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It is generally agreed that some form of work at home is desirable for all primary age children.  Homework should not be an unpleasant experience and, in general, should be used to reinforce children’s school work.  Homework also gives parents an opportunity to discuss school work with their children, providing some understanding of, and insight into, the national curriculum.

Aims
Through this policy we aim to:

· Develop an effective partnership between the school and parents in pursuing the aims of the school (as with the home/school agreement).

· Encourage and enhance the work ethic.

· Consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and numeracy.

· Enable parents to share in the life of the school.

· Encourage a feeling of self worth and help develop a sense of pride and achievement in an activity completed.
· Help prepare older children, particularly those in Years 5 and 6, for life at secondary school.

For the policy to be successful and to make the greatest contribution to learning, the following criteria will need to be met:

· The homework policy to be led by the SLT as part of the federation’s overall learning and assessment strategy.

· Tasks are carefully planned and structured to support progression in learning.

· There is consistent practice across each school in setting, managing and marking homework (age appropriate).

· Pupils and parents are clear about what they need to do.

· Parents are treated as partners in their children’s learning.

· There are high expectations of pupils in completing homework.

· Pupils receive prompt clear feedback on their work.

· The Homework Policy is regularly monitored and evaluated to check that it support pupils’ learning in the best possible way.

The purpose, type and amount of homework which is appropriate for pupils of different ages:
The purpose of homework changes as children progress through the school.  For children in Key Stage 1, developing a partnership with parents and involving them actively in children’s learning is the key purpose and the activities children are asked to do at home may not necessarily be described as “homework”.
Short activities of different kinds, for example, simple games, learning spellings, learning number facts,  provide a very important opportunity for young children to talk about what they are learning to an interested adult, and to practise key skills in a supportive environment.

Other activities for older children might include:

· Finding out information.

· Reading in preparation for lessons.

· Preparing oral presentations.

· More traditional written assignments.

Literacy and Numeracy Subject Leaders will offer advice and further guidance, on request from class teachers.
N.B.  Care should be taken to ensure that too much homework is not spent ‘finishing off’ written work carried out in class.  (This can often place too heavy a burden on some pupils and too light a demand on others).

The most important factor is the quality of the tasks set and the way in which they support learning rather than the amount of time spent.

A regular pattern should be established, particularly for literacy and numeracy.  
The Federation’s policy is for homework to be set on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Children will need to complete the task within two days. This policy supports and encourages children to attend after-school clubs as well as clubs such as Beavers, Brownies, Rainbows, etc., without one activity impinging on the other.  A familiar routine, e.g. learning tables on Wednesday; spellings on Friday, etc. will help both pupils and parents.
On occasions, homework will need to be completed for the next day.  However, when homework is set, it is important to monitor the demands on pupils so that they are as even and balanced as possible.
ICT

Pupils should be encouraged to use ICT if this is available to them, with older children being provided with opportunities to e-mail their homework.

Teachers may wish to draw on national or local support services in planning tasks e.g. the BBCs “Learning Station” on the internet. 
Teacher Management of Homework

Not all homework needs to be formally marked, but all homework must be acknowledged and recorded.  There are many different ways of providing feedback other than through written comments, e.g. learning spellings for a test, sharing homework with the rest of the class, producing work for display, etc.  In this way the workloads for teachers’ can become more manageable and teachers are encouraged to use teaching assistants to support this process, especially in recording the completion of homework. 
NB/ Termly summary reports include a judgement under the Parental Support section on whether or not homework is regularly completed. The accurate keeping of records is essential to making this judgement. Such records may be requested by a member of the Leadership team if a judgement is challenged. 
Where homework is done together with adults, children will often receive immediate feedback on what they are doing.  In the case of work they do on their own it is very important that they build on it, and/or receive appropriate feedback as quickly as possible.  This may be through class work or through tests, or through individual comments from the teacher.  Providing written feedback is demanding on teachers’ time. The range of tasks set for homework should take this into account, with the aim of keeping the workload manageable.

Other strategies may include pupils reviewing their own work in small groups.  N.B./ rewards, stickers, announcements in assemblies are important tools in maintaining pupil motivation.

As children progress through the school, homework provides an opportunity for them to develop the skills of independent learning, and this should increasingly become its main purpose.  It is important that children should gradually get into the habit of regularly devoting periods of time; which may not be long, to study on their own.

By the time children reach Year 6 their homework programme will cover a range of tasks and curriculum content, with a regular weekly schedule. Homework may well be set for the whole week with pupils expected to manage their time and hand in work on set days throughout the week.  This approach benefits their learning and also ensures that, in relation to homework as much as other aspects, their transition to Year 7 (secondary school), is as smooth as possible.

Recommended time allocation for homework

	Years 1 and 2
	15 mins 3x per week
	Spelling practice, other literacy work and number work, number games, etc.

	Years 3 and 4
	20 mins 3x per week
	Literacy and numeracy as for Years 1 and 2 with occasional assignments in other subjects.

	Years 5 and 6
	30 mins 3x per week
	Regular weekly schedule with continued emphasis on literacy and numeracy but also ranging widely over the curriculum.


Parallel year group teachers should consult to ensure consistency of practice.
The main focus of homework should be on literacy and numeracy.  Science and other subjects should be included as the children move up the school, without losing the focus on literacy and numeracy.  Homework does not just mean formal exercises carried out by children without help from adults.  We positively encourage adult support.  In the case of Key Stage 2 children, the involvement of parents in joint activities, which may be only brief, is most valuable in promoting children’s learning.

Reading is not a homework task.
Above all other subjects, reading is a crucial aspect of school work and needs to be encouraged at all times.  A child’s written skills reflect the attitude to reading; a child who reads widely and with enthusiasm is often able to translate this into written work. Regular reading at home is vital. Children should be heard reading for approximately 15 minutes by a parent, or monitored by a parent in the case of older ‘free reading’ children, on a daily basis. Reading is in addition to homework. This needs to be recorded in the yellow contact book. The minimum expectation is 3 times per week. Lower than this should be recorded on the parent section of the termly summary report, under “Does pupil read regularly at home?” as a ‘No’.
Parents’ role

Parents are fully informed of homework requirements and each child receives homework each week.  However amounts vary according to the age of the child.  The parent is expected to support and encourage the child by giving time and a home environment in which homework can be done.  The class teacher will, as far as possible, ensure that details of a task to be done at home will be noted in the child’s yellow contact book, together with any other messages about class activities.  The parent should consult the book on a daily basis.  Information may be fed back to the class teacher through notes in the book.  Any comments should always be couched in moderate and responsible language, bearing in mind that the child may read the message. Children need to be encouraged to return the yellow contact book on a daily basis.

NB/ A useful sticky labels template is available for teachers in lower age groups to use for noting homework tasks in yellow books. 
Children benefit enormously from being able to discuss what they have done with their parents.  This is not to suggest that the parent should spend time altering or correcting the child’s work, but rather discuss it and suggest how it might be done differently or improved.  Constructive comments enable the child to develop a better understanding of the work and reinforce what is taught in school.
Monitoring and evaluation

Senior Leaders are responsible for checking a selection of homework diaries and/or home/contact books as well as discussions with teachers to ascertain how far the school policy is being implemented.  Discussions with parents will also provide valuable information.

Holiday absence – requests for homework.
The federation’s policy is that holiday should not be taken during term-time. Such absence is recorded as unauthorised absence and penalty notices issued. The setting of work is seen to condone such absence and should, therefore, not be set.
PAGE  
1

