Dear Parents/Carers,
Homework and Reading Policy.
You will be aware that Termly Summary Reports not only contain judgements about your child but also include information regarding your ongoing support with reading, homework and attendance.  

To help you I thought it would be useful to summarise the school’s policy on reading and homework, and how you can best work in partnership with us to develop your child’s learning.

Homework:

Homework will now be set throughout the school from Year 1 to Year 6.  The purpose and type of homework changes as children progress through the school.  The chart below provides you with a guide to the amount of time that should be spent on homework appropriate to the age of your child. 

	Year  1 and 2
	15 mins. 3x per week

	Years 3 and 4
	20 mins. 3x per week

	Years 5 and 6
	30 mins. 3x per week


We ask you to monitor, encourage and work with your child on homework tasks to ensure it is completed and handed in on the required day.
Homework is set on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Children will usually need to complete the task within two days, although on occasions homework may need to be completed for the next day.  This will enable your child to attend after school clubs as well as activities such as Beavers and Brownies without one activity impinging on another.
Homework will be recorded in the Home Contact Book alongside the reading record.  

The completion of homework is seen as your responsibility as parents.   As a guide the completion of homework, above 66% will be noted on the Termly Report as parents supporting their children with homework.

Reading:
Above all other subjects, reading is a crucial aspect of school work and needs to be encouraged at all times.  A child’s written skills reflect his/her attitude to reading. A child who reads widely and with enthusiasm is often able to translate this into written work.  Regular reading at home is vital.  Children should be heard reading for approximately 15 minutes by a parent on a daily basis.  Reading is in addition to homework.

We would strongly recommend, especially in the case of younger children, that parents establish a regular routine, for example bath, book, bed.  Reading needs to be an enjoyable experience for children, not a chore when they are over-tired.  The minimum expectation for this is three times per week, which will be the benchmark for teachers when entering information on the Termly Summary Report under the parent support section.
Please sign your child’s home contact book so that we know your child has read and completed their homework task. 
Remember that we are working in partnership with you, so if we can be of any help in any way do get in touch with your child’s class teacher.
Further details and guidance can be found on our website under “Policies”.

